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Flies & Lies 
We are the NIFC 
Since 1977, the North Idaho 
Fly Casters Club has been 
dedicated to all facets of the 
sport of fly fishing by  
providing a wide range of  
educational, social and    
conservation opportunities   
to the fly fishing enthusiast. 
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JULY 2022 
CASTING FOR RECOVERY  
RETREAT 2022 
By DAVE LONDEREE 

The North Idaho / E. Washington chapter of Casting For Recovery 
held their tenth retreat June 10, 11 & 12, 2022 at the N-Sid-Sen Camp on 
Lake Coeur d’Alene. The weather report was very “iffy” to say the least. 
Rain was in the forecast all weekend. As it turned out, there was some 
weather breaks and the sun did shine on us.  

The ladies showed up Friday around noon. What a great bunch of 
gals. After a short meet-and-greet, lunch was served in the dining hall. 
The cook staff really outdid themselves with wonderful meals all 
weekend. Of course, NO MEN were allowed in camp after the 
introduction of the CFR staff, so I had to leave. Friday afternoon and all 
day Saturday was filled with Casting Lessons, Fly Tying and a bunch of 
lady stuff only interrupted by a few breaks and meals. 

I showed up again Sunday morning with the rest of the “River 
Helpers” and a parade of trucks came up from the meadow to meet the 
gals. Pictures were taken and 
away we went to the lake for 
fishing. It was a bright sunny 
day and all were pleased. As 
it turned out only a few fish 
were caught, but the ladies 
had fun. Bob Clark and I took 
turns rowing the boat around 
so the photographer, Darlene 
Cananay, could take pictures 
of the ladies fishing.  

See RETREAT page 8 
Dave Londeree with Darlene Canaday (Photographer) 



 
 

     Having finally made it to summer, I hope you are enjoying some outdoors time.  
Recently I have had the opportunity to spend some time on the Clearwater and Coeur 
D’Alene Rivers, where water levels remained high.   
     The levels on the Clearwater caused us to put a pause on fishing and devote more 
time towards learning more about the area.  For example, 
we visited the Dworshak National Fish Hatchery in Orofino 
where we learned that the Nez Perce Tribe assumed full 
responsibility in June for production and maintenance.  Up 
until that time they had been co-managed for 20 years, 
alongside the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.   

     Farther upriver (about 38 miles), we visited the Kooskia National Fish 
Hatchery, where they were transferring their large brood stock to Dworshak 
where the water temperatures were cooler.  This facility was producing Spring 
Chinook and was working to set up for the next batch of egg production in a 
few weeks.  We were fortunate to have someone willing to take time and show us around.  This was a young 
man who joined the staff last October and he was excited to explain their plans, equipment, and techniques.  
We were surprised to hear that they monitor the fish that return to their hatchery to spawn.  I probably should 
have known that salmon would return to where they were born but did not expect that to include a hatchery! 

     More recently I was fortunate to spend some time fishing the North Fork of the CDA, 
with one day floating at the invitation of a friend, and another day wading with one of our 
fellow members.  During the float trip we saw changes in the river that obviously occurred 
over winter and the subsequent flooding.  New log jams, sand bars, and pools along the 
way.  We were able to enjoy clear, cool water in 90 degree weather, and that never gets 
old!   
     A few days later we spent time again on the river, and I finally was able to break in my 
new net (thanks again to our net building class instructors!).  Water levels continued to 
drop, which helped to open access to those of us who were wading.   
Fishing was very good, and the camaraderie was very much appreciated.  The beauty of 
the area in which we live is beyond comparison!  I hope you too are enjoying the 

beginning of summer.   
 Onto club business…. 

We continue to work on finding a new Conservation Director.  You may recall that Tom McLaughlin 
concluded his tour of duty, and we need to find his replacement.  We hope to have something to announce 
soon.   

Conservation remains on our minds as IDFG and USFS have their eyes on the projects mentioned in 
earlier newsletters and meetings. These are mainly the Priest River and Prichard Creek Projects.  I remain in 
contact with some of the stakeholders, monitoring the activities, and will pass along any developments.   

There is another project that has been ongoing for a few years.  This is the water quality of the Coeur 
D’Alene Lake and Tributaries.  The Idaho Department of Environmental Quality (IDEQ) is resurrecting the 
Watershed Advisory Group for the North Fork of the CDA River.  We recently received 
notice of an upcoming meeting to be scheduled for sometime in August.  I plan on 
attending and will advise of any updates.    

On the outer edges of our view there remains the topic of water quality in Coeur 
D’Alene Lake itself.  Concerns have been over the increased levels of phospates, as 
well as other metals, due to churning of the water levels.  You may have heard that in 
late 2021, Governor Little established the Coeur D’Alene Lake Advisory Committee.  
More recently he approved $8 million for “nutrient reduction projects”.  This investment 
is being managed by IDEQ, and directed by the Coeur D’Alene Lake Advisory 
Committee.  You can find information on this Committee at the following link.  

https://www.deq.idaho.gov/coeur-dalene-lake-advisory-committee/ 
FFI (Fly Fishers International) has announced their Virtual Expo 2022 will be 

November 4-6.  Ever since COVID, they moved to a virtual format where folks can join 
online and learn about tying, casting, skills, and conservation.  I highly recommend this to all our members 
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President’s Message 
By RICHARD BIRKETT 

See PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  page 3 
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Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing CDA 
By BRIAN SAKS 
 

 
Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing is a program for disabled Veterans. It includes all aspects of fly 

fishing: fly tying, rod building, casting, fly fishing and education.  
We have almost fulfilled all the requirements with headquarters for getting the Coeur d’Alene Program 

active again. There has been a bit of a delay, however, we hope to start meeting toward the end of July. All 
levels of experience are welcome. 

We will be meeting at the Coeur d’Alene VFW located at 406th N. 4th Street on Wednesdays from  
10 am to 1 pm.  If you are interested in participating or volunteering, please contact:  

 
Brian Saks  

208 561-1375  
brian.saks@proton.me  

 
 

 

2022 Fishouts 
 

June 25: Borley Camp, North Fork CDA 
Streamkeeper:  Mel Wimmer 

                                          (612) 816-1379  
                                                         mrwimmer@msn.com 
 

July 9: Hidden Creek, North Fork Clearwater 
Streamkeeper: Mark Vehr 

                                         (208) 449-8808  
                                                        ma2ve2@gmail.com 
 

August 20: Heyburn State Park 
Streamkeeper: Rich Birkett 

                                           (208) 660-1975  
                                                          birkettstl@gmail.com 

 
September 17: Huckleberry Campground, St. Joe River 

Streamkeeper: Sylvia Bach 
                                           (208) 771-9697  
                                                          sylvia.beth.bach@outlook.com 

and have personally benefitted 
from a number of their 
presentations.   

Unfortunately, we learned 
that our Fishout for July has been 
cancelled due to impassable 
roads.  Unlike last year, snow is 
the cause, which is preferable to 
the fires that plagued us in 2021.  
The next Fishout is on August 20 
at Heyburn State Park.  We are 
looking forward to spending time 
with you there! 

That’s all for now!  Please 
continue to let us know of any 
questions, suggestions, or 
comments.  Have a great 
summer and see you at the next 
Fishout! 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE from page 2 



CLUB NEWS 
 

THE NEXT CLUB PROGRAM  
     
NIFC holds dinner meetings from September through 
May on the third Thursday of each month.  
 
  2022 Fishouts 
 

June 25: Borley Camp, North Fork CDA 
Streamkeeper:  Mel Wimmer 

July 9: Hidden Creek, North Fork Clearwater 
Streamkeeper: Mark Vehr—CANCELLED 

August 20: Heyburn State Park 
Streamkeeper: Rich Birkett 

September 17: Huckleberry Campground,  
            Saint Joe River 

Streamkeeper: Sylvia Bach 
 
MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 
 

2021-2022 club dues can be paid at the next  
monthly meeting or by mailing them to: 
 

North Idaho Fly Casters 
P.O. Box 1698 
Coeur d’Alene, ID 83816-1698 
 

 Annual Membership Dues: 
      $30.00   Family/Single/Senior 
   $50.00   Corporate/Business  

The membership year is September 2021  
through August 2022.   

 
NEW MEMBERS 
 

(none) 
 
MERCHANDISE 
 

To order something with the NIFC Logo printed on it,  
call Adam Mills at (719) 469-9891. 
 

 
 
RAFFLES 
 
 

Thanks to all that donate to our raffles and to those 
that purchase tickets. See you at the September 
meeting! If you have items you wish to donate for the 
raffle call Dave Gillmor at (208) 920-9000. 
 
FLY OF THE MONTH BOOKLET 
 

If you are a fly tier or want to be, this is the book for you. 
A collection of five years of the Fly of the Month in booklet 
form. Cover to cover filled with flies from Jim Rogers and 
a few from Dave Londeree. It can be yours for $25.00 + 
postage or pick them up at the club meeting. 
Contact:  Dave Londeree 
    dlonderee@roadrunner.com 
    208-946-6631 
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YOUR Stories Wanted . . . 
     Sharing YOUR memories, 
photographs, stories or bits of ‘this 
and that’ would be a wonderful 
addition to our newsletter. It is 
wonderful to see what our friends 
are doing in this corner of our country or 
around the world!  
     Help us create a newsletter that is interesting 
and fun to read by submitting some of what has 
brought you joy over the years (or months if you are 
new to fly fishing)! If you would rather ‘tell’ your 
story rather than write it, we can set up a time to 
talk and I am willing to transcribe your story for you. 
 

Sylvia.Beth.Bach@outlook.com  
or call 208-771-9697  

FOR SALE 
Roll top tying desk! 

If you have always wanted a ROLL TOP DESK for  
fly tying, here is you chance.  
 

Contact:  Jack Hise  
(208) 512-9000 or jwhise@twc.com   

   
Price:  $60.00 (you haul) 



September 2022 
Sun Mo Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

August 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

CALENDAR 
   
 

 July 2022 
  4th — Independence Day 
   9th — FISHOUT! 
             Hidden Creek, North Fork Clearwater  
             Streamkeeper:  Mark Vehr 
 
August 2022 
20th — FISHOUT! 
    Heyburn State Park 
             Streamkeeper: Rich Birkett 
 
September 2022 
    
17th — FISHOUT!  

        Huckleberry Campground,  
  St. Joe River 
       Streamkeeper: Sylvia Bach 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

  25 26 27 28 29 30 

July 2022 

The finest gift you can give any fisherman 
is to put a good fish back, and who knows 
if the fish that you caught isn’t someone’s 
gift to you! 

  24 
31 

Water Resource Information 
Suggestions from our readers… 
 
https://fishingreports.orvis.com/west/idaho/coeur-d-
alene-river 
 
https://fishingreports.orvis.com/west/idaho/st-joe-river 
 
Use this same site to check out any other rivers you are 
interested in. 
 

You can also check in with your favorite fly shops in the area 
where you are going fishing. There is generally a wealth of 
information available from those that fish that local area. 
 

NOTE:  If you have a good source of any other information to 
share, please send it to Sylvia.Beth.Bach@outlook.com 
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Fly of the Month: Courtesy of Dave Londeree 
 

THE RUBY EYED LEECH 
 
HOOK: Dai-Riki 710 #8 (3Xlong Nymph hook)                                                                                         
BEADS:  X small Cone Head & Red Silver lined                                                                                                
THREAD: Black 6/0                                                                                                                                                       
Tail & Body: Arizona Semi-Seal Black/Red  
 

Tying steps: 
1. Pinch the barb flat, slide the cone and red bead on the hook. Mount 

the hook in the vise. 
2. Dress the hook shank with thread from behind the bead to the bend 

of the hook. 
3. Card a clump (1/2 the dia. Of a pencil) of the dubbing to straighten all the fibers. Attach the dubbing at its 

mid-point to the shank above to barb with 3 tights wraps.  
4. Fold the remaining dubbing back over the bend and bind it down to form the tail. 
5. Form a 5-inch dubbing loop at the bend of the hook. Bring the thread to the bead. 
6. Card a large clump of dubbing to straighten the fibers and insert it into the dubbing loop. Spread the dub-

bing in the loop so it is even and sparsely spread out.  
7. Using a “dubbing hook” twist the loop to capture the dubbing into a brush.  
8. Use a pick or bodkin pick out any trapped fibers. (I use a small piece of Velcro stuck to the back of a 

toothbrush)  
9. Wrap the dubbing brush around to hook shank being sure to not trap the fibers with each wrap by using 

your thumb and fingers of your other hand to preen the fibers toward the tail.  
10. Wrap each round fairly tight all the way to the bead head. When you think you are up to the bead take a 

few more wraps.  
11. Tie the dubbing brush with 3 wraps behind the bead. Cut the excess dubbing off and whip finish. You can 

apply a little head cement to the thread and whip finish again. This way you won’t get the head cement on 
the fibers. 
12. Remove the fly from the vise and lay it on your 
bench. Brush the leech fly from the head to the tail. I 
use a stiff toothbrush. Dip the fly in a cup of very hot 
water. (Not boiling). This will let you “style” the fly to 
look more like a leech. 
      

     The “Ruby Eyed Leech” is a still water fly first tied by 
Brian Chan of British Columbia. It can be tied as a bal-
ance fly by using a Jig Hook and pin to extend to beads.  

 

Good things come  

to those who tie. 
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JULY 

     Rachel Correll   
July 2 

 Howard Fenninore 
July 2 

Nancy Whitt 
July 13 

Toni West 
July 17 

Rob Robinson 
July 20 

 
AUGUST 

Steve Herndon 
August 5 

Scott Forssell 
August 27 

Gayle Wehlacz 
August 30 

 
SEPTEMBER 
Doris Londeree 
September 11 

Ed Lider 
September 14 
Joyce Lider 

September 15 
Dennis Cada 
September 17 

Leslie McDonnell 
September 18 

Joe Roope 
September 20 
Patti Holman 
September 21 

Jack Hise 
September 23 

Tom McLaughlin 
September 24 

A Shoutout to Korkers! 
By Mark Vehr 

 
I recently had an opportunity to contact Korkers’ customer service and I 

received EXCELLENT service.  Last summer a crack appeared in the toe of 
one of my Korkers Darkhorse wading boots.  It was probably my fault since I 
tend to dry them on the clothesline in the summer sun.  So on a whim I 
decided to go to the Korkers website and fill out a warranty claim.  Just so you 
know, the warranty for wading boots is two years (life time of the boot for the 
Boa lace system); mine were about five years old.  I attached photos of the 
damage as requested and hit submit.  Two days later I received an e-mail 
reply.  I fully expected it to say “Sorry, your boots are out of warranty.”  Nope!  
I got a GREAT customer service representative who said your boots are out of 
warranty but, we’ll make it right.  I now have a new pair of Darkhorse wading 
boots all set for the fishing season and the old pair is in the trash.      

Like I said previously I’ve owned that pair of Korkers Darkhorse wading 
boots for about five years.  They really fit my fishing style; the ability to swap 
out the soles is a big advantage for me.  Often I’ll walk a mile or two to get to a 
fishing spot.  So I’ll put the “hiking” soles on them and walk to where I’m going 
to get in the water.  At the water I’ll swap out the “hiking” soles for studded felt.  
Unless I’m somewhere that doesn’t allow felt then I’ll use non-felt studded.  Or 
if I’m in someone’s drift boat I’ll use felt soles. 

Korkers now has a customer for life.  Great wading boots and even better 
customer service!  So if you’re in need of a new pair of wading boots consider 
Korkers. 

NIFC Board Minutes – JUNE 2022 
Submitted by Dave Londeree, Vice President 
 
     It’s summertime now, so the Board of Directors meetings are normally held 
at the fishouts. We did meet on Saturday June 25th at the Borley camp on the 
Coeur d’Alene River. What a beautiful setting near the confluence of the CdA 
and Teepee Creek. The meeting was called to order at 3:15 PM.  In attend-
ance were Dave Londeree, Mel Wimmer, Craig Baumann and Jack Hise. Not 
enough members to have a quorum.  
     I read the financial report from Steve Sommer, and you will be happy to 
know that NIFC is in great shape.  Also present were several club members. A 
good idea from Matt was to have a presentation at one of the club meetings to 
discuss “identifying different bugs” – Caddis flies, May flies, Stone flies etc.… 
and what fly to use when you see them.  The meeting adjourned around 4:00 
and folks went fishing. 

“Shorten your line, focus your casts, and slow things down. 
Enjoy the magic of local fishing.” 

                                                                               ― Fennel Hudson  



Page 8 North Idaho Fly Casters 

     All the folks seemed to enjoy the 
weekend and smiles were on 
everybody’s face. (A few tears too when 
it was time to go home.) I’m sure some 
of the gals made lifelong friends. 
My sincere thanks go to the guys for 
taking Sunday to help these wonderful 
gals forget their cancer woes for a short 
while. What a great bunch of guys. 

     This years River Helpers were:  
Bob Clark, Chuck Leis, Dave Londeree, 

David Heberer, Forrest Whitt, Jeff 
Correll, Mark Vehr, Mel Wimmer, Pat 
Smith, Rich Birkett, Skip Quade, Terry 
Wallgren, Michael Neff (Pulman, WA) 

and Steve Busch (Moscow, ID).  
      

       The participants this year were: 

Cathy Bell, Elisabeth Brackney, Vivian de Armas, Julie Earp, Winnie Fitzgerald, Tammy Haines, Rainbow 
Hakanson, Peggy McDonnell, Jackie Oliphant, Joy Shoup, Loretta Snyder and Crusty Stewart. 

RETREAT from page 1 



July 2022 Page 9 
 

June Fishout:  Borley Camp, North Fork of the Coeur d’Alene  
By Mel Wimmer, Streamkeeper 
 

     It could not have been a more perfect weekend for the fish-out. No 
smoke was in the air, the skies were blue and the temperature was 
perfect. Best of all, the fish were biting. The river had receded 
significantly from the rains the weeks before. The water was a bit higher 
than normal, but very fishable. 
     Borley Camp is owned by Rod and Betty Borley. Rod and Betty 
have developed their property over the last 30 years. It feels and looks 
like a park. There is a campsite on the lower part of the property right 
on the river. We could not use that campsite because the ground was 
still soft from the flooding the week before. We hope to be able to camp 
there next year. 
     A few Club members started arriving on Friday afternoon. We had a 
nice camp fire Friday evening while visiting and sharing fish stories.  
The turnout was great on Saturday afternoon for the potluck BBQ. I 
didn’t get a total count but estimate about 20 people attended. 
      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
    On Sunday afternoon Rod and Leslie Balsley, Jim Rogers and myself went 
to Tepee creek for a few hours to try our luck. Luck was with us. Leslie 
hooked a very nice 15+ inch cutthroat and she was able to net the fish. I also 
caught a very nice cutthroat and also netted it. The fish were really biting and 
Jim Rogers caught about 10 to every one I caught. Jim was using a green 
drake similar to this:   
 

     We were visited by a moose on Saturday afternoon as well as deer, squirrels and rabbits. Also a pair of 
bald eagles would glide over us. I wonder how many cutthroat trout are eaten by bald eagles? I guess they can 
have as many as they need it’s wonderful to see them soaring above. 
                Borley Camp is a wonderful place for fish-outs. Rod said we would be welcome next year.  

“Save the Date” — June 24, 2023. 



Page 10          North Idaho Fly Casters 

FLY FISHERS INTERNATIONAL (FFI) is a 501(c)3 nonprofit 
with the distinctive mission to preserve the legacy of fly fishing 
for all fish in all waters. Formed by some of the most 
influential luminaries in the world of fly fishing and 
conservation back in 1964, and dedicated to innovative 
strategies to inspire a new generation of fly fishers, providing 
FFI members the opportunity to leave a legacy in the sport we 
love. FFI continues to focus on conservation, education, and 
community as the underpinning of our work. Our commitment 
to these principles provides the rock-solid foundation as we 
lean into the challenge of unprecedented times, and ascend 
to meet the needs of the evolving demographics of fly fishing. 
JOIN FLY FISHERS INTERNATIONAL TODAY to help 
ensure that fly fishing can continue to instill the kind of 
passion it does today in so many of us. WHY JOIN FFI? 
TOGETHER WE: • PROTECT THREATENED WATERS 
AND HABITATS for current and future generations. • BRING 
TOGETHER EXPERTISE in fly casting, fly tying, fly fishing 
skills, and conservation education and development 
programs. • ADVOCATE FOR POLICIES and initiatives for 
conservation issues. • STRENGTHEN THE FLY FISHING 
COMMUNITY by sharing knowledge and experiences. • 
PROVIDE RESOURCES for fly fishing educators and 
professionals. • INSPIRE A SENSE OF RESPONSIBILITY 
AND CONSERVATION ETHICS in people of all ages. 
MEMBERS RECEIVE •Access to an unmatched repository of 
knowledge through the FFI Learning Center •Special offers 
and discounts • Recognition for special skills or 
achievements •Access to a network of like-minded outdoor 
enthusiasts •A chance to help make a positive impact on the 
sport. We’ve got momentum— Help us keep it going as a 
member of FFI. As participation in fly fishing has grown, FFI is 
providing enhanced opportunities to learn, sustained our 
commitment to conservation, and offers new and exciting 
opportunities to expand our community. JOIN US!  



 
Club Officers 
 
President  
Rich Birkett 
208-660-1975  
birkettstl@gmail.com 
 
Vice-President  
Dave Londeree  
(208) 946-6631  
dlonderee@roadrunner.com  
 
Secretary  
Craig Baumann 
(858) 353-2300 
craigpbaumann@gmail.com  
 
Treasurer  
Stephen Sommer  
(805) 878-4613  
stephen@sommerwholesalenursery.com 
 
Trustees 
Renee Blythe  
(208) 660-0384 
rkmenard@yahoo.com 
 
Jack Hise 
(208) 512-9000 
jwhise@twc.com 
 
Mark Vehr  
(208) 449-8808  
ma2ve2@gmail.com 
 

Trustee-at-Large 
Mel Wimmer  
(612) 816-1379  
mrwimmer@msn.com 
 
Committees 
 
Membership  
Craig Baumann 
(858) 353-2300 
craigpbaumann@gmail.com  
 
Conservation  
(Volunteer Needed) 
 
Youth  
Dave Londeree  
(208) 946-6631  
dlonderee@roadrunner.com 
 
Library  
Pat Smith  
(480) 374-0218 
smith.patrick075@gmail.com 
 
Raffles  
Dave Gillmor  
(208) 920-9000  
davegillmor@gmail.com 
 
Programs  
Barb Hallett  
208 771-3102 
barbhallett092@gmail.com 
 

 
Merchandise  
Adam Mills  
(719) 469-9891 
ak.mills2344@gmail.com  
 
Quartermaster  
Dave Londeree  
(208) 946-6631  
dlonderee@roadrunner.com 
 
Webmaster  
Mel Wimmer  
(612) 816-1379  
mrwimmer@msn.com 
 
Newsletter  
Sylvia Bach  
(208) 771-9697  
sylvia.beth.bach@outlook.com 
 
Newsletter Proofreader  
Leslie Balsley  
425-785-0511  
RLBalsley@comcast.net 
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club bylaws are available  
upon request to the Secretary.   

New Club Name Badges Available 

You may have noticed club members sporting 
new name badges adorned with the club logo 
and the owner’s name. These badges are  
beautiful, a real work of art. To order one of these 
new badges, please contact Adam Mills at  
(719) 469-9891 or ak.mills2344@gmail.com and 
let him make an order to the North Idaho Trophy 
Co. We can get a break in cost if we order in 
higher quantities. The cost is about $15 with a 
magnetic fastener and about $12 with a pin back.  

 
An alligator type clip may be attached to the pin 
for an additional 80 cents. 
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NIFC Corporate Memberships 
Please support these businesses 
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NIFC Corporate Memberships 
Please support these businesses 

 

(208) 262-9622   605 E. 8th Ave, Suite B, Post Falls, ID 

July 2022 Page 13 
 


